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For more information, ideas, inspiration and to view a video, 
please visit our website and search by item number.

GETTING STARTED

The set includes: 5 right triangles (2 large, 1 medium, 2 small), 1 
square and 1 parallelogram.

THE RULES

• All 7 tans must be used • All tans must lay flat • All tans must 
touch one another

• No tans may overlap • The tans may be rotated or flipped

The tangram has been around for centuries, so there are 
countless variations of shapes and images to

The tangram is a dissection puzzle originating from ancient 
China and consisting of 7 polygonal pieces,

or tans. Today, the tangram is used around the world as both a 
game and a mathematical tool for developing creativity and 
problem solving judgment.

Think of the tangram as an excellent union of right brain/left 
brain activities. It requires both creative and analytical thinking to 
make the pictures and solve the puzzles. Some students will 
gravitate to the overall arrangement of the shapes; others will be 
more interested in the logical components of the game.

As a unique exploration of some basic geometric principles, 
the tangram can serve your students by prepping them for 
mathematical instruction while exercising their creative and 
analytical brain functions. You might even consider using the 
tangram as part of your curriculum to help you discover the style 
of learning that your students prefer.

We’ve added a fun twist to the traditional format of the 
tangram by building it large enough to use as a group activity on 
the floor. With simple, fun geometric patterns and bright colors, 
our Giant Tangram is a great way to get your students up and 
active while keeping them focused and engaged. Try to 
encourage your students to work together as they learn to 
appreciate how their individual strengths contribute to the group.

Consider our Giant Tangram as part of a complimentary set of 
Roylco products intended to get your students thinking about 
math and logic from a creative perspective. Our extensive 
collection of mosaics, such as Tangram Puzzle Art Mosaics 
(R15663), or Tessellations Mosaics (R15664), will be a perfect 
match for extending the reach of your lessons in mathematics. 
For more group floor activities, try our collection of Body Poetry 
Cards (R62010, R62011), which are also great for movement and 
focus. As always, please visit www.roylco.com to learn more.
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Really Big
Tangrams

create with the 7 tans included in this set. Create your own 
shapes, or start with the shapes below.

A quick internet search for tangrams will lead you to scores of 
puzzles, shapes and books, which will

provide you with enough resources to keep your classroom 
guessing for hours.

Easy Moderate

       Difficult

Tip: When presenting new puzzles to your class, try to show the 
shapes as one object. You’ll soon notice that when the 
placements of the 7 tans are disguised, it can become quite 
difficult to decipher the construction.

There are several ways you could do this. One example would be 
to build your shapes on top of large newsprint paper and then 
trace the outline with a marker, or trace the outline with masking 
tape on the floor, then have your students fill in the shape with 
the tans. A small drawing or printout will also work great to build 
from.


