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Fairy Tale Shadow Puppets

For more information, ideas and inspiration 
and to view a video, please visit 
www.roylco.com/product/R39203.

The art of puppetry goes back to Ancient Greece! 
Explore narrative storytelling and shadow play 
with our shadow puppets. 

Technique: Punch out the die cut shapes from 
the bodies of the puppets. You can either use 
them as they are to create a traditional shadow 
puppet show or you can cut out sections of 
colored tissue paper or Roylco’s R15257 Stained 
Glass Paper and glue them to the backside of 
the puppets to add color and texture.

 For the most effective shadow puppetry you 
will need a light source, a translucent screen (a 
white bed sheet works well for this) and puppets.

Position the light 
source (for small 
groups a powerful 
flashlight works well) 
behind your screen, 
and place your 
puppeteers on either 
side of the light 
source, but behind the 
screen. By moving the 
puppets between the 
screen and the light 
source, all the 
audience will see is 
the shadow of the 
puppets!

Ideas: Ask students to 
perform their favorite 
fairy tales for the class! 
Writing and 
performing plays helps 

build storytelling skills and gives students 
confidence while speaking in front of larger 
groups.

Ask students to experiment: What combination 
of factors makes the best shadow puppet show? 
See what happens when you move the light 
source closer and farther away from the screen 
and the puppets. What happens if you shine the 
light source at an angle? Use your shadow 
puppets to explore Optics (the study of light) in 
a non-traditonal way. 

Are shy students hesitant to participate? Ask 
them to write new fairytales for their classmates 
to perform! 
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