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Super Simple Kirigami

We have produced a special video that you can 
show to your students. On the video we 
demonstrate several folding and cutting 
techniques. To view the video guide, please visit 
www.Roylco.com/product/R15218.

Immerse your students in the Japanese art of 
Kirigami! In Japanese Kiru means “cut” and kami 
means “paper.” With our beautifully printed paper, 
complete with folding lines, students will develop 
scissors skills while experimenting with paper cutting 
techniques. Large 7½ x 7½” (  paper makes 
folding easy. 

Many cultures have paper cutting artistic traditions. 
In China, paper cutting is called Jianzhi. Red paper is 
most commonly used. Chinese symbols and animals 
of the Zodiac re most often pictured. Jianzhi is 
different from Kirigami because in Jianzhi the paper is 
not folded. Sheets of paper are laid on a soft surface 
and cut with a sharp knife or a small, sharp pair of 
pointed scissors. Jianzhi has been practiced in China 
since the 6th Century. 

Since the 14th century, the Jewish community has 
practiced the art of paper cutting. Their designs 
frequently decorated documents such as marriage 
contracts. They also used paper cutting art to 
decorate the walls of their synagogues. Jewish paper 
cutting begins with a folded piece of paper and if 
often symmetrical. What makes Jewish paper cutting 
different from Kirigami is that the unfolded cut paper 
was usually glued to another sheet of paper to 
heighten the contrast in color or to produce a 
shadow.

Mexico’s paper cutting tradition is called “papel 
picado.” Papel picado uses tissue paper cut with 
sharp scissors to create decorative banners. 

The more notable paper artists include Hans 
Christian Anderson, who you may recognize as the 
author of fairy tales like “The Emperor’s New Clothes” 
and “The Little Mermaid.” Henri Matisse 
experimented with the art of paper cutting and 
decoupage at the end of his career.

Kirigami itself is a variation on the art of origami, or 
paper folding. Unlike pop-up paper art or other 
variations on the art of paper cutting, Kirigami is 
usually a single piece of paper. Kirigami is usually 

19 x 19 cm)

symmetrical and is frequently used to make paper 
snowflakes in the classroom. 

Creating Kirigami projects provides an excellent 
opportunity to explore symmetry with your students. 
Many of their kirigami projects will have reflectional 
symmetry, which means that if you cut the kirigami 
in half down the middle, the two sides will be mirror 
images of each other. Some of the kirigami projects 
might have rotational symmetry. If the kirigami art 
can be rotated around it’s center point and it doesn’t 
look like it has moved at all, the art has rotational 
symmetry. Kirigami commonly has either 4, 6, or 8 
fold symmetry. Fold symmetry depends on how 
many times you fold your paper before you cut it. 
Advanced Kirigami artists might have pieces with 12 
fold symmetry. Our kirigami sets are printed with 
lines that guide you through three different ways to 
fold your paper.

Technique: The Triangle fold is the simplest of the 
three folds. Lay the sheet of paper on a desk or 
table. First fold the paper in half on the line marked 
1. The paper should now be a triangle with the point 
facing away from you. Take the lower right point of 
the triangle and fold it across to the left, folding on 
the printed line marked 2. Finally, fold the left point 
on the line marked 3 so it matches the right fold. 

The snowflake fold makes 4 fold symmetry in your 
Kirigami project. Begin the same way as the Triangle 
fold. Fold your sheet of paper in half on the line 
labeled 1 and point the triangle away from you. Fold 
the line marked 2 up so that the lower right corner 
of the triangle meets the top corner. Fold the line 
marked 3 the same way. You should have a diamond 
in front of you. Fold the diamond in half from left to 
right so you are left with a triangle. 

The Lotus fold is the most difficult of the three 
folds and it gives your kirigami a 5 fold symmetry. 
Begin by folding your sheet of paper in half at the 
line marked 1 and point the triangle away from you. 
Fold on the line marked 2 so that you have a large 
triangle of paper folded over. The line marked 3 
should now be visible. Fold on line 3 going to the 
right. You should have the center point of the 
original triangle visible, with a new point just to the 
right. There should be two levels of paper visible. 
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Next fold on line 4 to the left. Finally, fold the small 
triangle over top of the kite shape. 

Now that you know the three different folds it is 
time to cut out your design. Try our suggestions or 
experiment with your own!

Ideas: Once your students have cut and unfolded 
their kirigami artwork hang them from the ceiling for 
a colorful display. Tip: if the kirigami art is too floppy, 
try pressing it between two heavy books for a day to 
flatten out the fold lines.

In addition to regular scissors try using wavy or 
zigzag scissors for a fun and different look!

Want to add some detail without frustration? Try 
using a hole punch to cut out small circles.

Notice some of your kirigami projects looking more 
like faces than flowers? Try turning them into masks! 
Just tape yarn or string to either side of the kirigami 
piece and tie it on.


